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Here are 16 rules she laid down In her home.

1. Eating between meals not allowed.

2. As children they are to be in bed by 8 p.m.

3. They are required to take medicine

without complaining.

4. Subdue self- will In a child, and those

orking together with God to save the child's soul.
5. Ta teach a child to pray as soon as he

can speak.

6. Require all to be still during Family Worship.




7. Give them nothing that they cry for, and
enly that when asked for politely.

8. To prevent lying, punish no fault which

is first confessed and repented of,

9. Never allow a sinful act to go unpllnlshed.
10. Never punish a child twice for a single
offense.

11. Commaent and reward good behavior.

12, Any attempt to please, even If poorly
performed, should be commended.
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13. Preserve property rights, even In
smallest matters.

14. Strictly observe all promises.

15. Require no daughter to work before
she can read well.

16. Teach children to fear the rod.

ON DISCIPLINE--Susannah Wesley believed that for a child to grow Info a
self-disciplined adult, he/she must first he a parent-disciplined child. To her,
the stubborn fiash was the hardest hattle for Christlans to fight, and

Godly parents would do well to equip thelr

children to overcome it early.
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Susanna Wesley
1669-1742

Help me, Lord, to remember that
religion is not to be confined to the
church.,. nor exercised only in prayer
and meditation, but that evez"ywhére
I am in Thy Presence




*If you do, after all, think fit to dissolve
this assembly, do not tell me that you
desire me to do it, for that will not
satisfy my conscience; but send me your
positive command, in such full and
express terms as may absolve me from
all guilt and punishment for neglecting
this opportunity of doing good, when
you and | shall appear before the great
and awful tribunal of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
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: 1714~1720

THE WORLD 15 MY PARISH

John Wesley Study Questions Part 1

1. How do you think that Susanna’s school and daily
living affected John'’s life as an adult?

2. Did the fire at the Epworth Rectory have any lasting
effect on John? '




&

3, Why was it so unusual for Susanna to home
school her children like she did?

4. How do we know everything we do about the
Wesley's?

5. Who was John's famous brother and what did
he do?
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6. How many rules did Susanna have?

7. What did Susanna do while Samual was gone to
London?

8. How old was John when he first went away
to school?
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. Emilia, nicknamed Emily
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5. Jedediah (twin) LL)QS \Q\/\s O \q \C}(@j\
6. Susanna, nicknamed Sukey
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8. Mehetabel, nicknamed Hetty
(_}
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infant

10. john
11. Benjamin
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13. infant (twin)

14. Anne, nicknamed Nancy
15. john, nicknamed jackie
16. infant

.|

skl

Maortha nmicknamed
Mart fnameag

18. Charles
19. Kezziah, nicknamed Kezzy/Kez

Now for some funl!
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what do you think their names would have been? What if all four had been boys?
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Susanna Wesley’s 16 Rules of Parenthood

Susannah Wesley was the 25" child of twenty-five, and the mother of nineteen chil-
dren, including John and Charles Wesley. Through much adversity, she dedicated her
life to instilling a sense of Christian Destiny into each of her children. Her children went
on to change the world.

Here are 16 rules she laid down in her home.
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Eating between meals not allowed.

As children they are to be in bed by 8 p.m.

They are required to take medicine without complaining.

Subdue self-will in a child, and those working togetherwith God to save the child’s soul.
To teach a child to pray as soon as he can speak. _

Require all to be still during Family Worship.

Give them nothing that they cry for, and only that when asked for politely.
To prevent lying, punish no fault which is first confessed and repented of.
Never allow a sinful act to go unpunished.

Never punish a child twice for a single offense.

Comment and reward good behavior.

Any attempt to please, even if poorly performed, should be commended.
Preserve property rights, even in smallest matters.

Strictly observe all promises.

Require no daughter to work before she can read well.

Teach children to fear the rod.

On Discipline _

Susannah Wesley believed that for a child to grow into a self-disciplined adult, he/she must first be a
parent-disciplined child. To her, the stubborn flesh was the hardest battle for Christians to fight, and godly
parents would do well to equip their children to overcome it early. She writes:

“When the will of a child is totally subdued, and it is brought to revere and stand in awe of the parents,
then a great many childish follies ... may be passed by. . . . l insist on the conquering of the will of children

betimes, because this is the only strong and rational foundation of a religious
education ... when this is thoroughly done, then a child is capable of being
governed by reason and piety.”

One day one of her daughters wished to do something which was not
- altogether bad, but which was not right. When she was told not to do it, she
was not convinced.

| It was late and she and her mother were sitting beside a dead fire. Her
- mother said to her: “Pick up that bit of coal.” “l don’t want to,” said the girl. “Go
on,” said her mother. “The fire is out, it won't burn you.” “l know that,” said the
‘girl. “I know it won’t burn me but it will blacken my hands.” “Exactly,” said
Susannah Wesley. “That thing which you wish to do won't burn, but it will blacken.
Leave it alone.”
See last page for book reviews on Susanna Wesley.
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John Wesley Study Questions
Part 1

. How do you think that Susanna’s school and daily living
affected John’s life as an adult?

. Did the fire at the Epworth Rectory have any lasting effect
on John?

. Why was it so unusual for Susanna to home school her

children like she did?

How do we know everything we do about the Wesley’s?

. Who was John’s famous brother and what did he do?

. How many rules did Susanna have?

What did Susanna do while Samual was gone to London?

How old was John when he first went away to school?






PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN
WESLEY’S LIFE

1703...Born, June 17th.
1714....Admitted to the Charterhouse, January 28th.
1720.... Matriculates at Christ Chiu'ch.

%

1725....Meets Varanese: is “set in earnest in a new life.
Ordained deacon, September 28th.

1728....0rdained priest, September 22nd.
1729....The Holy Club.

1731....The Aspasia episode.

1735....Death of his father. Sails for Georgia.
1737....Sophy Hopkey.

1738....Returns to England: meets Peter Bohler. The Fetter
Lane Society. Conversion, May 24th.

1739....First preaches in the open air. Chapel at Bristol;
theFoundery in London. Begins to publish his
Journal.

1740....The Methodists separate from the Moravians.

1741....Separation from Whitefield.

1742....Allows lay preaching. Death of his mother.



1744...

1747...

1748...

1751..

1755...

1763...

1770...

1771...

1778...

1779...

1781...

1784..

1785.

1788...

1791...

First Methodist Conference in London.
First visit to Ireland.

.Grace Murray.

..Marries Mrs. Vazeille.

.Conference discusses separation from the Church of

England; judged “not expedient.”

Maxfield breaks away. Priests consecrated by Erasmus,

a Greek bishop.

.Death of Whitefield.

.His wife leaves him, but not finally. Definite break

with the Calvinists.

Starts the Arminian Magazine.

Is Wesley to rule alone? Discussed by conference of

preachers at Bath.

Death of his wife.

..Ordains priests for America.
...Ordains priests for Scotland.
.Death of Charles Wesley.

.Dies, March 2nd.



